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DEAR  CHILDREN: 

For  some  years  I have  had  a desire  to  know  more 
about  our  ancestors  history  and  nationality  than  I 
could  ever  leam  from  the  poorly  kept  family  records, 
or  from  any  single  individual.  I therefore  begun 
some  four  years  ago  to  make  inquiry  by  correspond- 
ence and  orally  of  the  few  remaining  individuals  of 
the  Second  Generation  then  living,  some  of  whom 
have  since  died.  As  to  nationality  and  all  family 
history  worthy  of  note  of  the  Second  Generation,  in- 
quiry of  whom  may  be  mentioned.  David  Neal,  of 
of  Lexington,  Ky.,  now  dead;  Wm.  C.  Lowry,  of 
Wilmer,  Ky.;  Jas.  H.  Drane,  now  dead,  and  S.  T. 
Drane  and  wife,  of  Eminence,  Ky.,  and  others  of 
the  Third  Generation,  who  would  be  likely  to  know 
anything  of  interest.  These  private  inquiries,  sup- 
plemental to  the  family  bibles  and  the  encyclopedia 
of  Kentucky,  are  my  sources  of  information.  Soon 
after  beginning  my  investigation  I was  convinced 
that,  although  your  mother  and  I were  natives  of 
proud  old  Kentucky,  that  the  records  of  her  people 
had  not  been  as  well  kept  as  the  records  of  her  short 
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horns  and  horses.  I at  first  begun  the  investiga- 
tion more  for  personal  satifaction  than  anything  else 
but  as  I progressed  I became  more  impressed  with 
the  importance  of  recording,  in  some  way,  the  facts 
as  I found  them,  and  in  doing  so  I will  make  no  ef- 
fort at  display  or  eulogy,  not  warranted  bv  the  truth 
of  my  information.  The  record  I herewith  make, 
while  incomplete  in  some  respects,  is,  I believe,  as 
complete  and  reliable  as  is  now  possible  to  obtain  at 
this  late  day,  of  a heretofore  unwritten  history  of 
three  generations  of  people. 

Anterior  to  your  great  grand  parents,  under  the 
names  of  the  Dranes.  Fords,  Neals  and  Lowrys, 
but  little  can  be  said  except  to  give  the  nationality 
of  their  forefathers,  nor  will  I be  able  to  make  a 
complete  list  of  their  lineal  descendants,  and  partic- 
ularly of  the  Second  Generation  of  the  Neals  and 
Lowrys,  for  want  of  information,  nor  have  I deemed 
it  as  of  great  importance  as  to  give  the  names  of  the 
descendants  of  the  Third  Generation  of  the  Dranes 
and  Neals,  many  of  whom  you  mav  meet  and  know 
m life. 


THE  DRANES  MEMOIRS. 


In  the  encyclopedia  of  Kentucky’s  early  settlers, 
mentions  them  as  of  probable  Sweedish  nationality’ 
their  positive  identity,  however,  begins  with  the  emi- 
gration of  our  remote  ancestrv  from  Scotland  to  the 
United  States  at  a very  early  day,  and  probably  dur- 
ing the  early  days  of  the  “thirteen  original  colonies.” 
Stephen  Drane,  Sr.,  your  great  grand  father,  was 
born  in  Prince  George  c ounty,  Maryland,  September 
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4th,  1768,  and  died  in  Shelby  county,  Kentucky, 
December  4th,  1844. 

Priscilla  Sprigg  Crabb  Drane,  (his  wife),  was  also 
born  in  Prince  George  county,  Maryland,  June  nth, 
1765,  and  died  in  Shelby  county,  Kentucky,  Novem- 
ber 14th,  1831. 

Stephen  Drane  and  wife  settled  in  Shelby  county, 
Kentucky,  in  1801;  he  was  a prominent  man  in  all 
local,  early-day  events;  a farmer  by  occupation,  and 
very  successful  in  his  business  calling.  There  was 
born  to  his  marriage,  seven  children,  viz: 

Edward  C.  Drane — Born  October  27th,  1794,  mar- 
ried Miss  Judith  C.  Dupey,  April  nth,  1822,  and 
had  four  children,  viz:  Dr.  Joe.  Judge  George 

C-,  Edward  and  Agnes  Drane. 

Theodore  S.  Drane — Born  October  27th,,  1796, 
married  Miss  Edy  Yates,  December  2d,  1816,  and 
had  four  children,  viz:  Stephen,  Frank,  Dulcena 

Drane  Neal  and  Emma  Drane  Jackson. 

William  Drane — Born  November  14th,  1798. 
Elizabeth  Emma  Drane — Born  Oct.  3d,  1799,  and 
married  Jeptha  Bright,  February  13th,  1815,  and 
had  seven  children,  viz:  Ann  Bright  Hopkins, 

Ellen  Bright  Hopkins,  Lou  Bright  Callaway,  Alice 
Bright  Morse,  Newton,  Coleman  and  Jeptha. 
Elenor  C.  Drane — Born  May  31st,  1802,  married 
Wm.  Bright  May  12th,  1817,  and  had  seven  chil- 
dren, viz:  Eviline  Bright,  Kirtly  Priscilla  Bright, 

Baker  Elenor  Bright,  Boyd,  Stephen,  John,  Wil- 
liam and  Theodore. 

Jas.  H.  Drane — Born  March  31st,  1805,  married 
Miss  Nancy  Wells,  November  3d,  1825,  and  had 
one  child  which  died  young. 


S.  T.  Drane — Born  January  25th,  1808,  married 
Miss  Berthia  Ford,  May  21st,  1828.  See  list  of 
children  elsewhere.  S.  T.  Drane  is  the  only  one 
now  living. 


the  fords 

Are  of  French  nationality  and  were  of  Hugemaut 
religious  faith,  as  taught  by  Calvin,  soon  after  the 
crucifiction  of  St.  Bartholemew.  In  1572  the  Hu- 
gernauts  were  so  persecuted  by  the  Catholics  that 
they  fled  from  their  native  country.  For  a brief  hist- 
ory see  the  Encyclopedia  Brittanica,  Vol.  XII,  page 
35 1 • Fo  which  country  they  fled  is  not  ascertaina- 
ble  now. 

J/  Spencer  Ford,  your  great  grand  father,  was  a na- 
tive of  South  Carolina.  At  an  early  day  he  moved 
to  Kentucky  and  settled  in  what  is  now  Shelby  coun- 
ty, Kentucky,  on  the  headwaters  of  Bullskin  Creek, 
where  he  engaged  in  farming.  He  also  operated  a 
horse  power  mill,  grinding  both  wheat  and  com  and 
hand-bolted  the  flour.  The  old  mill  stones  are  now 
on  the  old  Ford  homestead  and  are  used  as  stile- 
blocks  by  my  Brother  A.G.  Drane.  There  is  no  record 
of  Spencer  Ford’s  birth  or  death.  His  marriage 
only  is  of  record  in  the  old  family  bible. 

On  March  17th,  1796,  he  married  Susana  Bright, 
and  they  had  bom  to  them  six  children,  viz: 

Cynthia  Ford — Bom  August  3d,  1798.  married 
Thos.  Maddox.  They  had  eleven  children,  vtz: 
Emory,  Mildred,  Matthews,  Morris,  I.innie,  Ann, 
Catherine,  Martha,  Jane,  Warren  and  William. 


Catherine  Ford — Bom  May  6th,  1800,  married 
Jilson  Yates,  and  had  one  child,  Susan.  She  first 
married  Klizer,  then  Hagan. 

Preston  Ford— Born  March  25th,  1803,  married 
Miss  Ann  Obanon,  and  had  one  child,  James  Ford, 
now  in  Missouri. 

Linney  Ford — Born  October  23th,  1805. 

Berthia  Ford — Born  October  30th,  1808;  (see  mar- 
riage to  S.  T.  Drane.) 

Albert  Ford — Bom  November  25th,  1811,  mar- 
. ried  first,  Miss  Caroline  Basket;  married  second, 
V Miss  Martha  A.  M.  Austin,  and  by  his  second 
marriage  had  four  children,  viz:  Lillie  Ford  Green, 
Carrie  Ford  Keith,  J.  Z.  Ford  and  Albert  Ford. 
All  are  in  California  now.  C 

L XT 

THE  NEALS 

Are  of  Irish  nationality.  George  Neal,  Sr.,  was 
bom  in  April,  1755,  in  Maryland,  and  died  in  Ken- 
tucky, October  30th,  1836.  His  parents  died  when 
he  was  but  a child,  leaving  him  an  orphan.  In  his 
boyhood,  at  the  age  of  14,  he  went  to  Virginia  and 
was  apprenticed  to  a shoemaker,  but  ran  away  and 
joined  the  army,  and  participated  in  many  battles  of 
the  revolution.  He  was  in  the  battles  of  Pennington, 
Still  Water,  Valley  Forge  and  Yorktown,  and  was  one 
of  a hundred  men  detailed  and  sent  forward  to  draw 
on  the  fight  at  the  battle  of  Brandy- Wine.  He 
served  through  the  war  and  was  honorably  discharged 
and  was  never  wounded. 

After  the  war  he  went  to  Kentucky  and  lived  in 
the  fort  at  Bryant’s  station,  where  he  met  and  be- 
come acquainted  with  Col.  Manower  Singleton  and 


family,  who  had  come  from  Virginia,  landing  there 
Christmas  eve,  1779.  Here  he  met  and  became  ac- 
quainted with  his  future  wife,  then  in  girlhood  and  the 
daughter  of  Col.  Singleton.  On  February  15th. 
1785,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Betsy  Singleton,  and 
they  lived  together  several  years  in  the  fort;  the  In- 
dians being  too  troublesome  for  them  to  move  out  to 
themselves.  They  had  bom  to  their  marriage  eleven 
children,  viz:  James,  Elija,  Jesse,  John,  George. 

Creth,  Lewis,  David,  Polly  Neal  Forbes,  Jane  and 
Elizabeth.  All  of  these  are  dead. 

THE  LOWRYS 

Are  of  Irish  descent,  having  emigrated  from  Ireland 
and  setled  in  Virginia  in  the  year  1760.  Melvin  Lowry, 
your  great  grandfather  on  your  mother’s  side,  was 
bom  in  Virginia,  but  moved  to  Kentucky  at  an  early 
day  and  settled  in  what  is  now  Jessanne  county. 
He  married  a Miss  Phebe  Hiter,  and  had  nine  chil- 
dren, viz:  James,  Charles,  William.  Melvin,  John, 

Nancy  Lowry  Night,  Martha  Lowry  West,  Emily 
Lowry  Craig,  Malvina  Lowry  Todd  and  Phebe  Lowry 
Smithey.  Wm,  C.  Lowry  and  Emliy  Lowry  Craig 
are  the  only  ones  living. 


S.  T.  DRANE 

Is  a native  of  Shelby  county,  Kentuckey,  and  now 
lives,  at  the  age  of  85  years,  on  the  homestead  of 
his  father,  Stephen  Drane,  Sr.,  where  he  was  bom. 
Though  for  four  years  he  has  been  bedfast  and  help- 
less from  a stroke  of  paralysis  on  the  1 8th  day  of  March, 
1889.  Though  he  never  appeared  to  be  a strong 
man,  yet  his  physical  vigor  has  been  wonderful  under 


affliction.  Several  times  his  depressions  have  been 
so  great  that  the  physicians  and  the  family  thought 
he  could  not  rally,  yet  he  has  done  so  when  expected 
to  die  hourly,  and  still  he  lives  surviving  all  of  his  broth- 
ers and  sisters.  His  life’s  occupation  has  been  farm- 
ing and  stock  raising,  in  both  of  which  he  has  been 
successful.  He  has  always  taken  great  interest  in 
public  enterprise,  and  all  important  events  round 
about  him;  always  outspoken  in  his  opinions,  which 
usually  carried  much  weight  where  he  was  well  known. 
In  early  life  he  was  magistrate  of  his  beat,  captain 
of  the  militia  and  a member  of  the  Kentucky  legis- 
lature in  1856-57.  Though  never  religious,  he  al- 
ways held  integrity  and  honor  above  price  in  all  his 
dealings. 

On  May  1st,  1828,  he  married  Berthia,  a daughter 
of  Spencer  Ford,  and  she  is  now  living  in  her  85th 
year,  and  64th  anniversary  of  marriage,  and  is  pos- 
sessed of  wonderful  vigor  for  one  of  her  age.  To 
this  union  was  born  nine  children,  viz : 

Edward  Drane — Born  February  3d,  1829.  and  mar- 
ried Margaret  F.  Neal,  November  9th,  1858,  and 
had  four  children, viz  : Berthia,  Nannie,  Meritt  and 

Tellet.  Berthia,  Meritt  and  Nannie  are  dead. 
Richard  Drane — (Dec’d)  was  bom  March  31,  1831. 
A.  G.  Drane — Born  November  18th,  1834,  and  mar- 
ried Salinda  A.  Hinton,  February  19th,  1862,  and 
had  five  children,  viz  : John  W.,  Meritt,  Tellet, 

Henry  and  Deck,  the  latter  is  dead. 

Meritt  Drane,  Sr. — Born  April  14th,  1837,  and 
married  Malvina  Todd  Neal,  December  6th,  i860, 
and  had  eight  children,  viz:  Frank  N.,  Ora  B., 

Florence,  Ruth,  Lena,  Maud,  May,  and  Meritt 
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I)rane,  Jr.  Ora  B.,  Florence  and  May  are  dead. 
Maud  and  May  were  twins. 

Stephen  Drane— (Dec’d)  was  born  January  14,  1840. 
Leonard  Drane— Born  May  9th,  1843,  and  married 
Anna  E.  Shawhan,  October  6th,  1876,  and  had 
four  children,  viz:  Maggie,  Henry,  Joe,  and  one 

dead. 

Leonard  Drane’s  second  marriage  was  to  Miss 
Lizzie  Duckwall.  of  Ohio,  September  29th,  1887. 
Mary  B.  Drane — Born  November  1,  1847  and 
married  Dr.  S.  R.  Bass,  June  4th,  1874,  and  had 
seven  children,  viz:  VVm.  Tellet,  Clarence  R 

Florence  D.,  Berthia  B.,  Thomas  M.,  Albert  L.,’ 
and  James  E.  Berthia  B.,  is  dead. 

Florence  Drane — (Dec’d)  was  born  Jan.,  1,  1850. 
William  Ij.  Drane— Born  Angust  12th,  1854,  and 
has  never  married,  but  expects  to. 

LEWIS  NEAL 

Was  bom  in  Jessamine  county,  Ky.,  April  21st,  1799, 
and  died  in  Shelby  county,  Ky.,  near  Clay  village, 
May  1st,  1868,  at  69  years  of  age.  He  was,  in  early 
life,  a carpenter  by  trade  but  abandoned  it  and  went 
to  farming,  as  being  more  congenial  to  his  taste.  In 
this  latter  pursuit  he  was  unusually  successful  and  ac- 
cumulated quite  an  estate.  He  was  never  stingy  or 
penurious  but  always  scrupulously  correct  and  just  in 
all  his  dealings.  His  surplus  money  he  loaned  at  in- 
terest and  invested  in  bank  stock.  ' He  never  went  in 
debt  and  is  said  never  to  have  signed  a promisory 
note,  not  even  his  own.  He  was  strictly  moral  and 
essentially  a religious  man  and  of  the  Old  Hard-shell 
Baptist  belief;  well  versed  in  the  scriptures  and  always 
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ready  to  give  an  account  of  the  faith  that  was  in  him. 
His  life  was  an  even  one,  having  no  events  in  it  that 
usually  distinguish  men.  or  for  which  they  are  called 
great.  But  for  morals,  integrity  and  usefulness  in  his 
community  he  was  the  peer  of  any  man.  On  Feb. 
19th,  1824,  he  was  married  to  Louisa  Ann  Young 
Lowry,  daughter  of  Melvin  Lowry.  To  this  marriage 
was  born  fourteen  children,  viz: 

Dr.  W.  F.  Neal — Married  first  on  May  1st,  1861,  to 
Miss  Rebecca  Davenport;  second  to  Miss  Annse 
Wright;  third  to  Mrs.  Alice  F.  Guynemier. 

MaryE.  Neal — Married  George  Smith  on -date 

and  had  two  children,  both  dead. 

Elizabeth  J.  Neal — Married  Bryant  Sloan  Decem- 
ber 1 6th,  1849,  and  had  six  children:  Edward  L., 
Emma  Sloan  Edwards,  Ruth  Sloan  Whitmarsh, 
William  Sloan,  Sallie  Sloan  Heddles,  and  Mattie 
Sloan  Conn. 

Phebe  L.  Neal — Married  J.  S.  Basket,  January  25th 
1855,  and  had  six  children:  Nannie  Basket  Rease, 
Mary  L.  Basket  Hornsby,  Minnie  S.  Basket  King, 
Florence  L.  Basket  Snyder,  and  Loren  B.  Basket. 
Nannie.  K.  Neal — Married  G.  M.  Phillips,  March 
1 8th,  1857,  and  had  three  children:  John,  William 
and  Peachy. 

Martha  W.  Neal — Married  Jas.  A.  Middleton,  Jan- 
uary 25th,  1855,  and  had  five  children:  George  N.. 
Lula,  Lowry,  Bina,  and  Beatty  Middleton. 
Margaret  F.  Neal — Married  E.  Drane,  December 
1st  1858;  see  list  of  Dranes  for  children. 

Louisa  Ruth  Neal — Married  Crom  Hoskins,  June 
28th,  1864,  and  had  three  children:  John,  Crom 
and  Emma. 


M'berI6thT,°«DrD  NKA!-~MrTried  M-  Drane,  Decem- 
ber 6th,  i860;  see  list  of  Dranes  for  children. 

HERITT  DRANE  AND  WIFE. 

Leading  up  to  our  present  citizenship  of  one  third 
of  a century  m Navarro  county,  Texa  , a few  of  Z 
evemsw^h  have  occurred  along  life's  jounce 

adJn,e-ff  natUra'  ma>' be:  we  came  to 

adopt  Texas  as  our  future  home?  The  answer  is- 
It  was  more  a matter  of  chance,  and  the  j.robable  influ- 
ence of  a few  relatives  and  friends,  who  had  come  in 
advance  of  us,  than  to  any  foresight  or  conception  of 
the  future  greatness  of  Texas  and  her  resources.  The 
fire  of  youth,  as  is  too  often  the  case,  inspired  us  to 
iseek  the  unseen  and  untried-through  romance  \c- 
cording  and  to  gratify  a desire  ,0  see  the  wild  west, 
ln  L m company  with  Bob  Armstrong  as  a 

comrade  and,  we  in  company,  with  Elija  P.  Baker 
and  family,  on  a return  from  Kentucky- where  they 
had  been  on  a visit,  set  out  on  an  over-land  journey 
t0  TeQXas~taking  thirty-three  days  for 
™ Early'n  i85 9 Mathews  Maddox  and  Ste- 
ven Thomas  followed  and  joined  Armstrong  and  I 
and  we  spent  the  winter  of  1858-59  travelfng  over 

t!meaS’  irihe"8  °Ut  “d  f™"*  fishinS  for  Pas‘ 
tmie.  In  the  summer  of  1859  E.  Drane  and  wife 

came  out  landing  at  Shrevesport,  La.  There  I met 

them  with  private  conveyance  and  accompanied  them 

falUrrXr3'  t *°  KentU(  kv  the 

If  f r859;  the  request  of  Edward's  wife,  I called 
at  Lewis  Neals,  near  Clay  village,  Ky.,  to  pay  re- 
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spects  and  give  an  account  to  the  family  of  their 
daughter  and  sister  in  Texas. 

There  I met  for  the  first  time  the  youngest  daugh- 
ter of  Lewis  Neal,  “Malvina  Todd  Neal;”  to  whom 
on  December  6th,  i860  I was  married — we  had  pre- 
viously agreed  to  try  our  fortunes  in  Texas.  Accord- 
ingly, on  March  4th  following,  we  took  steamboat  at 
Louisville  for  New  Orleans,  thence  by  boat  up  Red 
river  to  Shrevesport,  La.,  and  from  there  landed  in 
Navarro  county  March  16th. 

During  the  period  of  our  married  life  it  is  but  natu- 
ral, even  in  an  old  and  well  settled  country,  that  life 
should  have  many  phases  of  shadow  and  sunshine. 

Our  shadows  were  many  and  were  greatly  intensi- 
fied by  the  privations  and  hardships  of  a new  country 
and  consequences  of  a civil  war,  the  opening  guns  of 
which  memorable  strife  were  fired  at  Fort  Sumpter, 
South  Carolina  while  we  were  on  our  way  to  Texas. 
About  the  same  time  Texas  seceded  from  the  union 
of  states.  The  blockade  of  the  South  was  soon  inau- 
gurated and  our  exile  by  it  rendered  complete, 
barring  all  intercourse  with  kin  and  friends  for  four 
years.  At  this  dark  and  dismal  period  the  spirit  of- 
my  young  and  lovable  wire  broke  down.  She  longed 
for  a return  to  the  home  and  friends  of  her  childhood 
and  but  little  less,  if  any,  was  my  grief  and  it  intensi- 
fied by  her  dissatisfaction.  But  non-communication 
and  the  blockade  compelled  our  stay,  at  least  until 
the  war  was  over. 

Upon  our  arrival  in  Navarro  county  our  invoice 
consisted  of  400  head  of  sheep,  a two  horse  wagon 
and  pair  of  horses,  one  negro  girl,  camp  utensils, 
wearing  apparel  and  $25.00  in  cash,  all  of  which  we 
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brought  with  us  from  Kentucky.  The  purchase  of  a 
few  indispensible  articles  exhausted  our  cash  balance. 
We  were  then  reduced  to  the  barter  and  trade  custom 
of  the  country,  which  was  necessary  on  account  of  the 
scarcity  of  money.  We  had  no  paper  money  then  in 
this  country  except  a little  occasionally  brought  in  by- 
emigrants  and  it  usually  found  its  way  back  to  the 
older  states  after  a brief  sojourn  here.  Gold  and  sil- 
ver only  were  the  moneys  of  this  country  then. 

Nothing  was  grown  in  the  agricultural  line  to  speak 
of.  The  sale  of  stock  was  practically  the  only  re- 
source for  money.  In  payment  of  debt  a cow  and 
calf  were  considered  almost  a legal  tender  for  $io.oo, 
and  if  refused  by  a creditor  without  good  reason  the 
debtor  felt  his  obligation  to  pay  was  less  binding  until 
at  his  own  convenience  he  could  do  so. 

People  lived  then  in  rudely  constructed  houses,  log 
cabins  mostly — a few  were  weather-boarded  with  clap 
boards  riven  from  the  tree  with  a froe  and  shaven 
smooth  with  a drawing  knife  and  nailed  on  to  upright 
poles  set  in  the  ground  for  studding.  A house  built 
of  sawed  lumber  was  stylish  and  considered  extra  fine. 

The  people  lived  principally  on  jerked  beef  and 
wild  game  and  com  bread,  with  flour  only  accasional- 
ly.  Coffee,  during  the  war  was  seldom  met  with, 
parched  rye,  barley  and  okra  seed  being  used  as  sub- 
stitutes. We  used  mostly  mutton  for  meat,  cured  as 
bacon  for  winter  and  is  a good  substitute.  We  could 
usually  have  venison  or  wild  turkey  when  I had  time 
to  hunt  and  kill  them. 

Clothing  was  made  by  hand;  carding  and  spinning 
wool  and  cotton  into  rolls,  then  spinning  into  yams 
and  weaving  on  looms  into  cloth  by  hand.  From  the 
almost  universal  necessity  to  spin  and  weave  we  were 
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comparatively  exempt.  Being  new  arrivals — green 
from  the  states — was  the  appellation  applied  to  all 
new  arrivals,  and  having  on  hand  a fair  stock  of  store 
clothes  which  by  patching  and  doubling  up  lasted  us 
nearly  through  the  war. 

Near  the  close  of  the  four  years  war  your  mother 
appeared  in  a new  cottonade,  which  was  carded  and 
spun  by  her  own  hands  and  woven  by  a neighbor  as 
we  had  no  loom.  I never  saw  her  look  prettier  than 
she  did  in  this  plain  homespun  dress.  I often  regret 
we  did  not  preserve  this  dress  as  a token  of  our  early 
days.  We  also  replenished  her  wardrobe  near  the 
close  of  the  war  by  the  importation  of  two  calicoes  by 
the  way  of  Mexico  at  a cost  of  $100.00  per  dress, 
Confederate  money,  then  equal  to  about  $10.00  per 
dress  in  gold. 

During  the  war  I was  a zealous  supporter  of  the 
Confederate  cause,  though  never  in  favor  of  secession 
from  the  union  of  states  but  in  full  accord  with  Sam 
Houston’s  declaration  of  policy,  i.  e.,  if  fight  we  must 
it  was  better  to  fight  in  the  union. 

I was  not  in  the  regular  army  for  disability  reasons 
being  a cripple,  but  always  obeyed  the  calls  for  exam- 
ination as  to  fitness  for  field  service  and  in  the  second 
year  of  the  war  was  recommended  as  capacitated  for 
the  performance  of  comissary  or  quarter  master’s  ser- 
vice. I then  sought  and  obtained  the  appointment  of 
assessor  of  tithes  and  performed  that  service  up  to  the 
end  of  the  war.  The  assessment  of  tithes  was  by  order  of 
the  Confederate  states  congress  a levy  of  one  tenth  of 
all  agricultural  products  for  the  support  of  the  army  af- 
ter the  depreciation  of  Confederate  money  became  so 
great  as  to  have  but  little  purchasing  power. 

I also  performed  the  service  of  looking  after  and 
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managing  the  business  affairs  of  my  neighbors  wives, 
War  Widows  they  were  called;  whose  husbands  were 
in  the  army,  These  duties  and  my  own  private  af- 
fairs rendered  the  last  three  years  of  the  civil  war  the 
most  laborious  period  of  my  life. 

For  the  first  fourteen  years  in  Texas  we  were  engag- 
ed in  farming  and  stock  raising.  We  opened  the  first 
prairie  black  land  farm  of  any  consequence  in  Navar- 
ro county  and  demonstrated  the  productiveness  of  the 
black  land,  to  the  astonishment  of  many,  on  what  is 
now  known  as  the  Drane  farm  on  which  Drane  post 
office  is  located.  In  1874  we  were  compelled,  in  or- 
der to  obtain  educational  facilities  for  our  children,  to 
change  our  business  and  we  moved  to  Corsicana  and 
entered  into  the  agricultural  implement  business  with 
Jno.  S.  Gibson  as  my  partner.  Mr.  Gibson  was  suc- 
ceeded by  S.  J.  T.  Johnson.  In  1885  Mr.  Johnson 
retired  and  F.  N.  Drane  came  in.  Since  then  the  firm 
has  been  and  now  is  M.  Drane  & Son. 

Now,  dear  children,  this  brings  usto  a period  in  our 
life’s  history  with  which  you  are  familiar  and  I now 
commit  to  your  keeping  this  record  of  three  genera- 
tions of  your  ancestry.  The  proudest  heritage 
you  will  find  to  exist  in  the  answers  to  the  following 
interrogations  which  I have  propounded  to  some  of 
our  ancestry,  including  your  great-grandparents;  some 
Of  whom  have  recently  died  and  others  yet  living. 
Your  grandparents  and  some  of  your  aunts  and  uncles 
have  also  been  questioned  as  follows,  viz: 

Do  you  know  of  your  own  knowledge  or  from  relia- 
ble hearsay  of  any  charge  ever  having  been  preferred 
against  the  name  of  any  Drane,  Ford,  Neal,  or  Lowry 
of  a nature  calling  for  an  investigation  by  the  grand 
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juries  of  our  country?  If  so,  was  there  a bill  found 
and  was  the  charge  sustained  by  the  courts? 

The  invariable  answer  has  been:  No  charge  has 
ever  been  made,  to  our  personal  knowledge  or  from 
hearsay,  requring  even  an  investigation  by  the  grand 
juries  of  our  country. 

My  God ! “my  children,”  what  can  I say  to  you  of 
this  priceless  heritage,  this  proud  record — worth  all  of 
life  to  live  for — more  than  to  commend  it  to  your  sa- 
cred keeping  and  invoke  you  to  pass  it  on  down  to 
posterity,  inviolate  and  unbroken.  This  can  only  be 
done  by  always  holding  integrity  and  honor  above 
price — always  doing  right.  “Speak  the  truth  under 
all  circumstances  and  do  as  you  would  be  done  by.” 

With  Fatherly  devotion,  I am, 


Yours  Truly, 

M.  DRANE,  Sr. 


